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The Blue Book
Witnessing History

Press Release

How Genocide is Denied: Armenian Genocide 
Focus on Holocaust Memorial Day (27 January 
2010) at Royal Holloway College, London

There will be a special screening of  The Blue Book: 
Witnessing History by Gagik Karagheuzian (Ani 
Sounds) followed by a question and answer with 
historian Ara Sarafian (Gomidas Institute) on 27 
January 2010 at 7:00 pm, room MX001, Royal 
Holloway College.

The Blue Book: Witnessing History is an 
observational documentary that engages the official 
denial of  the Armenian Genocide by Turkish 
officials today. The film starts in 2005, when 
hundreds of  Turkish MPs accused the British 
Parliament of  fabricating the Armenian Genocide 
thesis.
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The British Foreign Office intervened to bury the 
Turkish petition in the library of  the House of  
Commons. However, a British historian (Ara 
Sarafian) and a member of  the House of  Lords 
(Eric Avebury) engaged the Turkish accusations and 
invited British MPs to respond to the Turkish 
allegations. 33 British MPs signed a detailed 
response and invited their Turkish colleagues to a 
face-to-face meeting. According to the British MPs, 
the Turkish position was grossly contrived and 
intellectually untenable.

While there was no response from Ankara 
defending the Turkish position, Sarafian and 
Avebury took the debate to Istanbul and Ankara.

From 2005-09 Karagheuzian followed Sarafian on 
lectures and field trips discussing the Blue Book in 
Istanbul, Ankara, and Harput.

www.anisounds.com/bluebook.html
bluebook@anisounds.com

http://www.anisounds.com/bluebook.html
http://www.anisounds.com/bluebook.html
mailto:bluebook@anisounds.com
mailto:bluebook@anisounds.com


The Blue Book
Witnessing History

Press Release contn’d

The Istanbul discussions included an international 
conference, contacts with Turkish academics and 
the press, as well as a Turkish television talk show. 
The documentary ends with the Ankara launch of  
the Turkish translation of  the Blue Book (the object 
of  denial).

During the press conference, Ara discusses 
how ,"The Turkish Grand National Assemblies 
Petition to London gave the Blue Book a new 
significants as an object of  denial. The fact that it 
was drafted at the same time as Ankara's supposed 
peace initiative for a joint Historical commission 
on the events of  1915 made the Blue Book issue all 
the more poignant. This was because the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly's petition to London and 
subsequent conduct raised questions about the 
integrity, judgement and sentiment of  the TGNA 
and its advisers when dealing with 
the Armenian issue."
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The Film exposes the duplicity of  many Turkish 
commentators as Documents, which the official 
Turkish thesis claims do not exit, are revealed at the 
National Archives in Great Britain. Furthermore, 
during a Turkish National Television debate 
Sarafian holds his ground and delivers a strong 
argument defending the veracity and significants of  
the Blue Book, to the extent where his opposition, 
off  the record, admitts point-blank that the Turkish 
Historical Society felt that the TGNA letter to 
British parliament was weak and Ara's response was 
accurate. However, the offical Turkish position 
remains unaltered, denigrating Armenians and the 
memory of  their lost ancestors.

77 minute Observational Documentary.
Director and Producer: Gagik Karagheuzian
Associate producer: Athena Mandis
Composer: Nikos Pandis
Narrator: David Holloway
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Ara Sarafian is an archival historian and 
executive director of  Gomidas Institute, 
London. His publications include the critical 
edition of  the 1916 British Parliamentary blue 
book “The Treatment of  Armenians in the 
Ottoman Empire, 1915-16”.
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Gagik Karagheuzian, the producer and 
director of  The Blue Book documentary, has 
been working in the film and television 
industry since 1990. During this time he has 
had the opportunity to work on award winning 
documentaries, animations and feature films. 
Gagik is the founder of  Ani Sounds, and The 
Blue Book is the second observational 
documentary produced by him concerned with 
Armenian issues.

http://www.anisounds.com/bluebook.html
http://www.anisounds.com/bluebook.html
mailto:bluebook@anisounds.com
mailto:bluebook@anisounds.com

